
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



February 5, 1897 140 

of London, Paris, or Berlin." The same paper concludes that plague 
has its epidemic foci in China and the Euphrates valley, just as cholera 
has an epidemic focus in the delta of the Ganges, and that it ranges 
chiefly along the zone of Asia from the twentieth to the fortieth degree 
of north latitude. It will be seen, therefore, that Calcutta is within the 
plague zone, and is moreover brought into daily contact with ships and 
crews from the centers of infection en route to European ports. 

While it is quite certain that the present epidemic in India is the 
product of dirt and bad food, commencing among the class least able to 
resist the virus, and for a time scarcely touching those whose higher 
standards of life and of generous diet apparently enabled them to defy 
it, such facts do not teach us anything which we did not know before, 
and that is, perhaps, not the least satisfactory feature about them. 
They simply confirm with a terrible impressiveness conclusions to which 
science has already come. They warn us that thfe neglect of certain 
rudimentary laws of sanitation may suddenly work wholesale destruc- 
tion under unfavorable conditions, and they show that it is still possible 
for communities to persevere in neglect until the time for prevention 
has gone by and the enemy is already raging in their midst. 

C. W. Chancellor, 

United States Consul. 

Havee, January 11, 1897. 

Addendum. — Particulars now ascertanied show that altogether there 
have been 7 deaths among the Nubia's passengers, up to this time, and 
that there are now 8 cases under treatment on the hospital ship at Ply- 
mouth. News comes this morning that an Austrian vessel has arrived 
at Port Said having cholera on board, and rumor is assertive that the 
disease already exists at that place. The latest telegrams from Bombay 
say that the plague at Karachi is rapidly increasing. On the 10th 
instant there were 52 fresh cases, all of which proved fatal. The total 
hitherto is 220 cases and 214 deaths. A telegram from Cairo of the 
12th instant states that government bacteriologists are leaving in order 
to study the epidemic plague in Bombay and the best measures for 
safeguarding Egypt against its introduction. The importance of this 
mission will be understood when it is considered that Egypt is an out- 
post for the protection of the whole of Europe. It is stated in a tele- 
gram from Vienna of the same date that the president of the maritime 
administration at Trieste has been summoned to confer with the supreme 
sanitary authorities of the capital concerning the precautions to be 
taken in consequence of the disquieting intelligence from India. Appar- 
ently a widespread apprehension prevails that this is to be a year not 
only of pestilence and famine in the East but also of epidemics in 
Europe, and already active preparations are being made for any emer- 
gency that may arise. 

A telegram of the 12th instant says : "A passenger on board the Lloyd 
steamer Imperator, which arrived at Suez yesterday, has fallen ill under 
circumstances pointing the plague." 

CUBA. 

Smallpox and yellow fever in Cuban seaports. 

Under date of January 26 the United States consul at Cardenas 
reports that during the week ended January 23 there were in that city 14 
cases of yellow fever, and no deaths from that disease. 
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The United States sanitary inspector at Habana reports 50 new cases 
and 19 deaths from yellow fever and 108 deaths from smallpox during 
the week ended January 28. 

Under date of January 25 the United States consul at Sagua la Grande 
reports 2 deaths from yellow fever during the week ended January 23. 

Habana, Cuba, January 20, 1897. 
Sir : Referring to your communication of the 8th instant, stating the 
suggestions of the State health officer of Florida in regard to the vac- 
cination of crews of vessels on their arrival here, and your own instruc- 
tions that this method should, as far as possible, be extended to passen- 
gers intending to proceed to the United States, I have the honor to say 
that I shall, as far as practicable, carry out the recommendations, and 
more particularly as it is in the line of what I have been trying to do 
for months. 

In regard to the interesting and exceptional case of the woman who 
was taken with smallpox while the vaccine pustules were in active 
development, I remember that the vaccine had taken before she left 
here, hence the exemption certificate was given. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

D. M. Burgess, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Habana, Cuba, January 80, 1897. 

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that on account of the cool win- 
ter weather and the removal of quite a number of the Spanish army to 
the eastward, yellow fever continues to decrease. 

The number of deaths from smallpox continues very large, being about 
the same this past week as the previous one. 

Mortuary report. — During the week ended January 28 there were 311 
deaths in all in this city, 19 of which were caused by yellow fever, 
with 50 new cases approximately ; 108 were caused by smallpox, with 
approximately 990 new cases ; 7 were caused by enteric fever, 2 by 
so-called pernicious fever, 2 by paludal fever, 25 by dysentery, 10 by 
enteritis, 2 by diphtheria, 1 by the grippe, 6 by pneumonia, and 37 by 
tuberculosis. 

All of the 19 deaths by yellow fever during the week were among 
Spanish soldiers in the military hospitals of the city, and 1 of the deaths 
from smallpox. The remaining 107 deaths from smallpox were all 
among civilians. 

D. M. Burgess, 
Sanitary Inspector, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

HAITI. 

End of yellow fever outbreak. 

Port au Prince, Haiti, January 8, 1897. 
Sir : I have to report that the yellow fever epidemic which lately 
prevailed here has entirely disappeared. A notice to that effect was 
published by the Department of State of the Interior of the 30th ultimo, 
declaring the quarantine on vessels raised. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 

John B. Terres, 
United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 



